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1. Tin. Chap ü ii, Vera. 


For Men ſeal be Lovers of their own 
nz Jer. 


wan HE Apoſtle in the 


= '; preceeding Verſe fore- 
9 warns his beloved Ti- 


- | 75m imes ſbould come, oc- 

caſioned by this Cir- 
eumſtance, that Men ſbou d be Lovers 
F their gun ſelves, from whom he 


was to expect great Oppeſition in the 
Courſe of his Miniftry. 


_ And this the Apoſtle makes appear, 
from What follows 1 in the Words of the 
A. 2 'Text, 


„ 


„ 


640 
Text, to be faid by him with very 
good Reaſon; as all thoſe Vices and 
LE which! he there enumerate, 
ay be derived from this 12 gor or 


BiTTERNESS. | "I „ 


NM. 2? — 


This know alſo, 750 * that peri- 
lous Times ball ume. Tur Men ſhall 
be Lovers of their own ſel ves, covetous, 
Honſters, proud; Bl aſphemers, diſobe- 
dient to Parents, unthankful, unholy, 
without natural Afectian, Truce- 
breakers, falſe Accuſers, aneonti nent, 
Ferch, Deſp ſpiſers of thoſe that-are good, 
Tr aitors, begdy, big h-minded, Lovers 


of” Pledf af, more. HS . of 
Ge 4. 


| * 5 Ae 2 oh 
T1.) e | J Ye, ' ' 1 — 


3# # 3 — — IE 


"Now if all ets? are th open 
of that Self⸗Lorg which" 
here ſpedks bf, it muſt certaifily be 2 
great Hindrance to the Propagation of 
that holy Religion, the whole Intent 
15 Purport of which is, th corps & and 

Sify this vitious s Principle, and all 0 

1 Tri 


TA 3 


Tribe. 'of Adherents. And that they 
are all "of them deducible from hence, 


might eaſily be made appear, by tracing 
dem up to their gan. | 


MIT $1 


The Apoſtle for Example, to try 
he Experiment in two or three of the 
irſt of them, having ſaid that Men ſhall 
0 Lovers of their own ſelves, the next 
Thing he Adds a as a Conſequerice of this, 

that thiey {half be Covetous. And 
ay be Pleated to obſerve the great 
finity between theſe two Vices, and 
ow cloſely they are connected with 
ich other. For ſuch''is the Na- 
Ire of Covetouſneſs, and fo inſatiable ' 


isfy * _ And chere the Cove- 
Us Man wor 'd uſurp every Thing to 
mſclf,” and. for ever fix it, if it was 
fidle, in Nis own Pofleifion ; ; let who 


ant x or however miſerable 
3þ ly be in the Wat bt it. And 
his endedYouring t to dg this, he ban 
e 


; Or rather extirpate from 


his 


all its Demands, that nothing can 


,) . 
hig narrow Squl, all thoſe humane and 
 focial Affections, which give true Plex 
ſuxe . to the generous Natures, but are 
mere Fooleries with him; are no Part 
of his Concern, as they lie without the 
Cirele of what he calls his beloved Sel 


eld JO JIA T0.QUWT 1! 3::::4 

The two next Cbaracters the Apoſil 
mentions as a Conſequence of this Self 
Loye, are theſe-—That Men ſhall be 
Boaſters, and proud, which, that I may 
not be too. tedious, I ſhall throw unde 
the. ſame Denomination, in that both 
theſe Characters are addicted to ſhe 
tog much Partiality to Self; by think 
ins of - themſelves - mare highly that 
they ought to think ; and endcavouts 
ing to induce other People to think d 
thera in che ſame Manner, To wi 
Purpoſe they will either arrogate 3 
thomſclves ſugh-good Qualitics, as the 
haye not; or Will magnify ghoſe w 
they, may happen. to haye, fo a ff 
Bie Pegras3 that they may ati 
a 392008 Ag piaules of gen, "NI 


* | Ti 
Ts! 


| 1 
theniſetves; as if they, ridiculous a they 
both ate, were the only People in the 
World to be held in Admiration ; /ou- 
ing the Traiſe of Mes, more than the 
Traiſs * W | | 


n Tim to go on, and 
examine the reſt of the Characters that 
are here mentioned by the Apoſtle, they 
would appear upon the Trial, to be 
nly fo man Out- lines, drawn from, and 
miting in common Centre, a vitious 
. Vi 10 * 12 

It as owned 3 lae' che 
inuations and Addreſs of this ſubtle 
deceiver are ſo refined and delicate, as 
c impoſe” upon us greatly, and inter- 
very oſten in our beſt Actions, 
en ue leaft of all perceive or ſuſpect 
"And hence it comes to paſs, that 
ine People. have concluded that none, 
den of our beſt -ARions,! Are without 
b Influence. But this, it is to be hoped, 
we vo RR. —_— e depreont- 
ing 


Practice of Mankind gives ROO i: 


1 
lag human Nature too much, and ſet 
ting it in a nne 
me eim ut He ad oj © 


- % 


wh wu IONS 2&1 d WK 


* What! 75 there no web. Thing th 
as Benevolence and Truth ? —— Ny 


real Beanty in e ; ener and 
mi Fra? — 1 


2 


|» 
TH NI |; Cem 


1 there nd ſuch en 4s the 
Practice of all. theſe for their on Sake) 
on account of their o native: Beauty 
Worth, and Excellence? , Ate al 
theſe fair Fruits to be deemed ah the 
VEN of a:corrupt) Then 7 

j 10 leb bas anon 

This ſutely is carrying itbe Conde! 
Gon too far; and: tho it iso et: we a! 
not hel taking: Notice that the Ob- 
jection points / out. one Thing but 100 
plainly, ando rhati. is, that the genen 


OR fad 110 to 5/1 
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Mankind, it will appear, I am afraid, to 
be ſo generally vitiated and governed by 
W this Sort of Self- Love, that we are apt 
to look upon the oppoſite Character as 
a rarc Thing, eſpecially when poſſeſſed 
W in any eminent Degree, by thoſe gene- 
W rous and diſintereſted Minds, who are 
above any little Motives and Ger- 
tions of this Sort, and love to do Good, 
for the Sake of the Good itſelf; as oo 
a real and intrinſic k Value, in whatſoe- 
yer Things ate true, whatſoever Things 
arc honeſt, whatſoever Things are juſt, 
whatſoever Things are lovely, whatſoe- 
yer Things are of good Report; which 
ſhews, if we will take the Apoſtle's O- 
pinion in the Caſe, that there is ſuch a 
Thing as Vertue, and rare as it is! a diſ- 
intereſted Vertue ; as having this Teſti- 
mony of the holy Apoſtle, and the unaf- 


= — and Praiſe of Man- 
in 


Here it may be 3 - dn an 
be Lovers of their Own-ſelves, and 


why not ? — Are not all the good 
B Things 


1 
Things of our preſeat State, ſuch x 
Life and Health, with all our Power 
depending upon theſe, and the vario 
Conveniences and Comforts, that ar 
beſtowed upon us in this Life, to be 
looked upon as Bleffings ? 


Moſt certainly they may be looket 
upon as Bleffings, and conſequently 
may, be loved by us as ſuch. For u 
all Love ariſes from the Opinion we 
have of Good in any Thing; ſo we ca. 
not hel p loving in Proportion to that 
Degree of Good which we apprehendto 
be in it. And indeed we ought to do 
this, not only for our own Sakes, — but 
in Gratitude to that UNIVERSAL Par 
RENT, who filleth all Things tromg 
with Good. 


But the Miſtake is, that we are ap! 
to think more Good to be in them than 
they really have, and in Conſequence of 
this, to give them a higher Degree of 

our 1 than they deſerye. And 
24M it 


(8770 

t is therefore in order to prevent any 
Miſtakes of this Sort, that the Scrip- 
ture has ſtated the true Value of Things 
to us, that we may put that juſt Eſti- 
mate upon them, and that only, which 
their different Natures require and de- 
ſerve; and in this View it hath laid 
down fo us, amongſt many others, this 
general Rule. Seek ye firſt, the King- 
dom of God and his Righteouſneſs, and 
all theſe Things, which in regard to our 


true Self are only circumſtantial, hall 
be added unto you, 


$0 we cannot ſuppoſe that All Self- 
Love is intended to be forbidden in the 
Words of . Text. 


No, — very far from it. — 


For tis ſo much a Part of us, ſo 
Interwoyen in our Conftitution and 
Make, that ĩt wou'd be abſurd, as be- 
ing unnatural to ſuppoſe any One, to 
be quite diyeſted of it. 


B 2 The 


C 8 7 


The Lawfulneſs of it appears, in it 
being made the Rule of our Condud 
and Behaviour towards others; and it 
is ſo very natural, that although out 
Bleſſed Saviour, in Regard to that Du- 
ty we owe unto God, particularly ex- 
plains in what Manner we are to per 
form it; yet in Re ſpect to that Duty 
we owe to our Neighbour, he leaves u 
to the ſecret Operations of this Prin- 
ciple, preſcribes and limits the Mes. 
ſures of it, by the regular Dicdate 
of this Law written in our Heam 
Thau ſbalt love the Lord thy God, ſay 
he, with all thy Heart, aud with al 
thy Soul, and with all thy Mind. Thi 
is the firſt and great Commananent. 
And the Second is like unto it, Thil 
ſhalt love thy Neighbour as thy ſelf 
And he then adds, to ſhew the Impor- 
tance of doing this, and that we cn 
have no true Religion without it; 0 
theſe two Gammanaments hang all ths 
Law and the Prophet, 

-itT 8 i Now 


n 


| 


; 2 
Now, - — This Obſer vation of our 
Saviour, mou d therefore point out to 
us one uſeful Rule in particular, which 
is, that we are not to look upon Our- 
ſelyes, as being made for. Ourſelves a- 
lone; and conſequently that in the Ex- 
erciſe of our Self- Love, we are ſo cir- 
cumſcribed by that Duty we owe to 
our Neighbour, that if for the Sake of 
gratifying our own Selſ-· Love, we ſnou d 
do any Thing that is injurious to others; 
we do in this Inſtance fall under the De- 
nomination of thoſe, who are deſcribed 
by the Apoſtle, as being Lovers of their 
Own-ſelves. 


For it is the Want of rightly diſtin- 
guiſhing, how far this Principle is, or is 
not to take Place, in regard to Our- 
ſelves and Others, that occaſions thoſe 
nn in our — 


In Mi firſt Place, it may be obſeryed 
in regard to 5 that we are com- 
poſed 


64) 

poſed of two diftin& Natures, a Soul 
and a Body; and conſequently that we 
may not only lawfully, but we are in 
Duty obliged, to attend to the Wel. 
fare and Happineſs of both. But then, 
as the Improvement, and the Happi 
pineſs of our Spiritual Nature, is of in- 
finitely more Importance to us, than 
thoſe of the other, it is evident that the 
Intereſts of this ſuperior Part of us 
ſhould, upon a Competition between 
theſe two, be prefer d. And therefore 
though it is very right, and our Duty, 
to purfue our 'Temporal' Intereſts, yet, 
if we carry this Purſuit ſo far, as to 
interſere with, and ſuperſede our ſupe- 
rior Engagements, we do in this Inſtance 
miſplace our Self- Love, by negledting 
our True Self, which is our Soul; and 
in this Caſe we ſhould-likewiſe fall un- 
der the blameaBte Denomination of thoſ 
who are deſcribed- by the Apoſtle, 4 
being Lovers of their meren 

mh; OE 2 J ut 

[TIL | & 4 OTTE3C 0? 4 For 
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And as we are injurious to Ourſelves, 


by miſplacing this Principle; ſo are we 


murious to Others, when it is not duly 
regulated. In ſhort, it is that in ordi- 
nate Sel-Love, which excludes every 
right Affection, and Action, from tak- 
ing Place, that come in Competition with 
our own worldly Views and Engage- 
ments of Intereſt, Ambition, or Power, 
which the Apoſtle condemns ; as carry- 
ing our Self-Love beyond its due 
Bounds, and preventing the regular Ex- 
ecution of the Dictates of this Law, 
written in our Hearts. 


For what if Self- Love is the firſt 
Principle in our Nature? It is not 
thereſore to exclude the other Affecti- 
ons, from having their due Influence, 
and their proper Balance, in the ſeveral 
Parts of our Duty. For whenever it 
does this, it is then unnatural; and then 
indeed it loſeth its Name, as degenerat- 
eee and dirty Selfiſhneſs ; 

whereby 


( WW" 


whereby we ſacrifice and torture every 
Occurrence, to ſerve our own little 
Views, and ſordid Intereſts; — at tlie 
Expence of Truth and Vertiie, — Pro- 
priety and Decency, — Juſtice and E- 
quity. And by this Means we become 
injurious to Others, — contemptible to 
Ourſelves, — detrimental to the Public, 
DL and odious to God and Man. 


And therefore though it is allowed 
that our Charity may begin at home; 
it ſhould not end, or be confined there, 
For as we ſtand in ſo many Relations to 
one another, whether Religious or Civil, 
both in publick and private Life, we 
ſhould for this Reaſon be ſo far from 
trampling upon the Obligations, which 
ariſe from thoſe mutual Relations, thit 
thoſe mutual Relations ſhou'd on the 

contrary, always limit and reſtrain us 

in all our Actions, within the Equity 
of this invariable and golden Rule 
N bat ſoc vor ye would that Men ſbould 


do unto you, do ye even ye unto them. 
Then 


Then ſhould we clearly ſee the Un- 


eiſonableneſs of indulging theſelfiſh Af- 
etions, to the Prejudice of Others, by 
aking their Caſe to be our own ; and 
by asking Ourſelves, upon the Eqaity 
the Caſe, what Sort of Treatment 
re ſhould expect from them, if they 
yere in our Circumſtances, and we were 
theirs. For our Sell. Love being 
dus made a, Party in our own Caſe, 
ould readily ſuggeſt to us this Anſwer, 
that of other People - — 


Go, — and do thou Ag. 3d 


Then ſhould we clearly ſce, from 
t fincere Pleaſure, and Complacency 


3 this humane and equitable 


Pact, and this only, is the proper 
| "Mo [4 * N 'of out Self- Love. For 
. Pveyer We may hope for the Gratifi- 
4 


wn) of” itg in bending every Thing 
thin out! own eben to ſerve our 


Werd which ariſes from our doing 


* C own 


— m mn — — - * * - ys 
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«6, 
own little Views and Purpoſes; — 
indeed in any external Circumfſtang 
or Advantages whatſoever ; 3 yet we ful 
by Experience, that it is not in d 
Things themſelves, but in the righ 
Application and Uſe that we make 
them. And this is too evident fn 
thoſe miſerable Wretches we may 6 
5 ten ſee, who are in the fulleſt Poſſe 

on of all theſe Things And there 
8 our Saviour ſuppoſeth that a Man m 
gain theſe, to as high a Degree as ja 
' pleaſe to imagine; nay, that he m 
even gain the wHore Wokry, u 
yet LOSE HIMSELF. 


And the Reaſon is obvious, in tht 
1 Creator has ſo conſtituted the 0 
der of Things, and adapted a 
each other; that we are not to er 
more Hnppinds to ariſe from the 
than they were originally intended! 
their own Nature to produce. Al 
yet fuch is the Perverſeneſs of J 
W by not — to this Di ir 


ti0 
$ Vs © 


1 

tion, and putting that juſt Eſtimate u- 
pon Things, which their reſpective Na- 
tures require, and will bear, that they 
will ever be looking out for Happineſs, 
from ſuch Objects and Purſuits, as were 
never intended to give it; being inade- 
quate in their Nature to do this. 


"Take for an 3 the Covetous 
Man, who placeth all his Happineſs in 
his large Poſſeſſions ; and hopes indeed 
to gratify his Self-Loye in the Acqui- 
ſition of theſe, But after all his Ac- 
quiſitions, what has he done ? Why ? 
Nothing at all to the Purpoſe of his 
true Happineſs. For he is ſtill diſſatiſ- 
hed, and only gains this Anſwer at the 
laſt, and ſo much Experience as to be 
told, that it is not in them. He may 


his Abundance, and no doubt of it he 
docs ſo, ſuch a one as it is; but then it 
ij ſuch a one, as is no aticoal Pleaſure, 
u having no Foundation in Reaſon, Re- 
en, or Humanity. 

C2 And 


lay perhaps that he takes a Pleaſure in 


( 20. ) 


And what is ſaid of the Miſer's is e. 

qually applicable to all other Purſuits, 
which exclude the Tocial and Vertuou 
AﬀeRions. | 


— 


- . - 
o } - 
* 
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- $0 that our Selk. Love muſt atiſc ud 
ſomething that is of a higher Kind, and 
more ſuitable to our inte ectual Nature 
than any external Circumſtances can aſ. 
ford. © And that muſt therefore be from 
fuch Improvements. and Accompliſb- 

ments of the Mind; and ſuch Vertue 
as are etſectiye of our intellectual Na- 
ture; and are of moral Uſe and Advan- 
tage. to Ourſelves and Others. - 


The Practice of which, as 2 abet 
a Self-Approbation and Eftcem, muſt 
therefore be the true Obje &, and the 
proper Employment of our Self. Lore 
For without this Self- Approbation and 
Efteem, there can be no ſuch Thing u 
Sei Tove, properly ſo called; becauſe 


we muſt approve, | before We can * 
| A5 


# 
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And if we conſider Self- Love in this 


amiable Light, which indeed is the on- 


ſy trac Light it can be con ſidered in; 
it will appear to be in itſelf, a moſt ex- 0 


ated and noble Principle, — itnplant- 


human Nathre i into its true Dignity, 
—as being the principal Spriug, when 
directed to its proper Object, of every 
Thing tliat is Humane and Benevolent, 
Social and Generons, — Vertübde 


nd Laudable, — Great and Good, “ — 


»w Awe” +7 eg”. wore ov * 2 „ +2 LEE LD 2 „ „„ —— ow f 
CY 


— 


. © Note. 2 1 9 3 have 3 
(the Opportunity of exemplifying this 
4 Truth in the Character of that noble Per- 
* ſon rx Mazquis or Rocxmonan, 


* this Subject, whoſe Funeral we attend- 
| [ ed the. laſt Night, in this Cathedral 
© Whoſe Generous. and Friendly Heart, 
vas equal to his moſt ample and extenſive 


Fortunes. whoſe, Vertues Ennobled 


ed in out Make, for the mot defirable 
and uſeful Putp poſes ; — railing our 


(%o which Lhad a View tn the Choice of 


1 20 nl 
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and is therefore productive, under thi 
Direction, of our own Happineſs, and 
the univerſal * of Mankind. 

"Hence we may 7 then the 
great Uſeſulneſs of Chriſtianity, and 
what a divine Inſtitution it is, as all it 
Precepts have the direct Tendency to 
farm us into this Character; in J. 
mitation of our bleſſed Saviour, its be. 
neyolent Author; who could ſo far do 
54 himſelf for the Benefit and Happ. 


„„ 


* 
1514 


6c ns more than his high Titles ; — 
in ſhort, — - whoſe whole Conduct wa1 
Proof, that he always conſidered Self- 
Jove in its true Light, in this Amiable 
this Uſeful, and Extenſive View of it 
And one might therefore have expatiated 
66 upon his Vertues with Pleaſure ; waz! 
not ſenſible of my Inability, and that | 
* ſhou'd only have been liable to this Cen. 
$6 fore, that I had not done Juſtice to ſo 
(© DISTINGUISHED a CHARACTER.” 


d | ( 23)) 

W nfs of Mankind, as to take upon him 
our Nature; who during his Conti- 
nuance in this Nature, made it the Bu- 
ſneſt of his Life, to go about doing 
Cd, to the Bodies and Souls of Man- 
kind; and laſtly, — who upon fi- 
niſhing his Courſe, gave the ſtrongeſt 
Inſtance of Self-Denial, in ſubmirting, 
after all his Acts of Beneficence, and the 
good Works he had done, to be © treat- 
ed as a MalefaQtor. | | 


The Catiſdquence of which is, that 
we ſhould all of us endeavour to let this 


Jeſus; — as being the only Founda- 
tion of a Self-Approbation, and Self- 
Love, properly ſo called; and diſpoſ- 
ing us ſor a true Taſte and Enjoyment 
of his Communications and Preſence ; — 3— 

where the whole Community is a Com- 
| munity of Benevolence and Love; — — 

and where each Individual has not on- 
ly rejoicing in himſelf alone; but in 
this alſo, that there ariſeth a reci- 
procal 
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